1611-16] BIARD'S RELATION, 1616 61

which without doubt is better and in every way more
habitable and fertile.

The second cause of the cold is very similar;
namely, the wild and primitive condition of the land;
for this is only a boundless forest, and so the soil can-
not be readily warmed by the sun, either because it
has a hard crust, never having been ploughed, or on
account of the trees, which cast upon it a perpetual
shade, or because the snow [25] and water stagnate
there for a long time with no possibility of being
consumed. Thus, from these lands nothing can arise
except cold, gloomy, and mouldy vapors; and these
are the fogs when the wind ceases, and our piercing
cold when they are put in motion and blown into a
fury. Whereas, if the land were inhabited and cul-
tivated, from it and from the dwellings of the inhab-
itants would arise exhalations, that is, warm and dry
fumes; furthermore, the sun would find it prepared to
feel its rays, and to scatter the cold and fogs; this was
very evident to us from actual observation. For
upon the small part which we ploughed, the snow
always melted sooner than upon the other parts, and
from there, the fogs usually began to scatter, and
little by little to disappear.



